Appendix 4 - Final Responses from Approval Bodies

Documents provided in the following order:

L]

NSW Department of Environment Climate Change and Water
NSW Industry and Investment

NSW Office of Water

NSW Roads and Traffic Authority

Cobar Shire Council - Engineering Assessment Comments.
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Notice No: 1126414

The General Manager
Cobar Shire Council
PO Box 223

COBAR NSW 2835

Dear Mr Woodman
RE: Development Application 2010/LD- 00074 Proposed Wonawinta Silver Mine, Cobar NSW

| refer to the development application 2010/LD- 00074 and accompanying information provided for the proposed
“Wonawinta” Silver Mine received by the Department of Environment Climate Change and Water (DECCW) on 4
January 2011 and subsequent information outlined in Attachment A.

3neral Terms of Approval — Environment Protection Licence

Having reviewed the information provided, DECCW has determined that it is able to issue an environment protection
licence for the proposal, subject to conditions contained in the General Terms of Approval (GTAs). The applicant will
need to make a separate application to DECCW to obtain this licence.

As requested, GTAs for this proposal are provided at Attachment A. Should Cobar Shire Council (Council) grant
development consent for this proposal; these conditions should be incorporated into the consent.

DECCW would like to advise Council that every Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO) licence
will contain a number of mandatory conditions. A copy of the mandatory conditions has been included as a separate
attachment to the general terms of approval and is provided as Attachment B.

These general terms relate to the development as proposed in the documents and information currently provided to
DECCW. In the event that the development is modified either by the applicant prior to the granting of consent or as a
result of the conditions proposed to be attached to the consent, it will be necessary to consult with DECCW about the
changes before the consent is issued. This will enable DECCW to determine whether its general terms need to be

modified in light of the changes.

assessing the proposal DECCW has also identified a number of environmental issues that Council may wish to
consider in its overall assessment of the application. These issues are discussed further below.

Biodiversity and Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

As you would be aware, DECCW also has responsibilities under the:

» National Parks and Wildlife Act 1794 — namely the protection and care of Aboriginal objects and places, the
protection and care of native flora and fauna and the protection and management of reserves;

e Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 which aims to conserve threatened species of flora and fauna,
populations and ecological communities to promote their recovery and manage processes that threaten them:;
and

» Native Vegetation Act 2003 - an important aspect of the Act is that it aims to prevent broadscale clearing of
vegetation, unless the clearing improves or maintains environmental outcomes (i.e. suitable offsets for the

loss of lawfully cleared native vegetation).

As such, DECCW has also provided comments and recommendations in regards to the potential impact on the
Aboriginal sites identified in the Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed mine site and associated activities
and the proposed biodiversity offset for the loss of vegetation and habitat as a result of the proposal. Details pertaining
to Aboriginal Cultural Heritage management and the biodiversity offsets and recommended conditions of consent (if
granted by Council) are provided in Attachment C. e
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Regarding threatened species, Council has the statutory responsibility to decide (based on available information)
whether the development will have significant impacts on threatened species, populations or communities. If Council
believes it does not have sufficient information available to make such an assessment then Council can request that
the necessary information is to be made available by the proponent. Under the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 DECCW does not have a statutory role until the matter is referred to us by Council because it

has determined that there is a significant impact.

Miscellaneous

At this stage DECCW ‘s Parks and Wildlife Group (PWG) as land managers of the Bedooba State Conservation Area
(SCA) are not willing to provide concurrence for the proposed water pipeline route, as proposed in the application, as it
is inconsistent with DECCW policy. That is the proposal can not be assessed as consistent with the SCA’s Plan of

Management as a Plan of Management for the SCA is yet to be prepared.

DECCW also recommends Council include conditions of consent regarding waste disposal issues discussed in
Attachment C.

Should you have any questions, or wish to discuss this matter further please contact Brad Tanswell at the Dubbo
office of DECCW on (02) 6883 5367.

Yours sincerely

i
25- 3-201/

Carmen Dwyer
Head Pesticides Operations and Planning Unit- Dubbo

Environment Protection and Regulation

Encl:

Attachment A: General Terms of Approval.

Attachment B; Mandatory Conditions.

Attachment C: Biodiversity, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Miscellaneous Matters.
Attachment D: Biodiversity Offset Management Actions.
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ATTACHMENT A

ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS

Information supplied to the EPA

Except as expressly provided by these general terms of approval, works and activities must be carried out in
accordance with the proposal contained in:

e the development application 2010/LD- 00074 submitted to Cobar Shire Council on 22 December 2010;

» the Environmental Impact Statement for the Wonawinta Silver Mine, prepared by R.W. Corkery & Co. Pty Limited
dated December 2010 (the EIS);

* Report entitled “Response to DECCW initiated ‘Stop the Clock Issued on 24 January 2011” dated February 2011.

e Letter addressed to Cobar Shire Council dated 15 February 2011 entitled “Additional Information Supplied in
Response to DECCW Initiated Stop the Clock”.

* Report entitled “Response to A Request from NSW 181 for Additional Information Issued on 7 February 2011”
dated February 2011.

» Letter addressed to Cobar Shire Council dated 1 March 2011 entitled “Additional Information Supplied in
Response to DECCW initiated ‘Stop the Clock”.

o Report entitled “Respohse to Cobar Shire Council Request for Additional Information Issued on 17 January 2011"
dated March 2011.

* Report entitled “Response to a Request of NSW Office of Water for Additional Information Issued on 8 February
2011” dated March 2011.

Fit and Proper Person

The applicant must, in the opinion of the EPA, be a fit and proper person to hold a licence under the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997, having regard to the matters in s.83 of that Act.

ISCHARGES TO AIR AND WATER AND APPLICATIONS TO LAND

Location of monitoring/discharge points and areas

The following point(s) referred to in the table are identified in this licence for the purposes of monitoring and/or the
setting of limits for discharges of pollutants from the point.

The following utilisation area(s) referred to in the table are identified in this license for the purposes of monitoring
and/or the setting of limits for any application of solids or liquids to utilisation area(s).

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 3 of 25

327



YA '
{l“‘k Environment,
e T T S ASER NI -g—- Climate Change
GOVERNMENT & Water

EPA identification Type of Type of Description of location
number monitoring point | discharge point
1 Discharge to Discharge to End of line discharge pipe to Tailings Storage Facility
Tailings Storage | Tailings Storage (TSF)
Facility Facility
2 Discharge to Discharge to End of line discharge pipe to Process Water Dam from
Process Water Process Water Tailings Storage Facility
Dam Dam
3 Groundwater Various Groundwater Monitoring Bores located around
Quality Monitoring the TSF and Processing Plant and Office Area-number
and location to be determined by site specific OEMP
4 Groundwater Various Groundwater Monitoring Bores located around
Quality Monitoring pits- number and location to be determined by site
specific OEMP
5 Dust Monitoring Dust gauge located at mine site boundary closest to
“Manuka”- location to be determined by site specific
OEMP
6 Dust Monitoring Dust gauge located at mine site boundary closest to
“Wirlong"- location to be determined by site specific
OEMP
7 Weather Weather Station located on mine site
Monitoring

Note: The monitoring requirements may be modified by the EPA subject to ongoing review of license conditions and monitoring resuits.

LIMIT CONDITIONS

Pollution of waters

Except as may be expressly provided by a licence under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 in
relation of the development, section 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 must be complie”
with in and in connection with the carrying out of the development.

Potentially Offensive Odour

The licensee must not cause or permit the emission of offensive odour beyond the boundary of the premises.

Note: Section 129 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, provides that the licensee must not
cause or permit the emission of any offensive odour from the premises but provides a defence if the emission is
identified in the relevant environment protection license as a potentially offensive odour and the odour was emitted in
accordance with the conditions of a license directed at minimising odour.

No condition of this license identifies a potentially offensive odour for the purpose of Section 129 of the Protection of
the Environment Operations Act 1997.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 4 of 25
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Concentration limits

For each discharge point or utilisation area specified in the table/s below, the concentration of a pollutant discharged
at that point, or applied to that area, must not exceed the concentrations limits specified for that pollutant in the table.

Where a pH quality limit is specified in the Table, the specified percentage of samples must be within the specified
ranges. To avoid any doubt, this condition does not authorise the discharge or emission of any other pollutants.

Water and Land — Discharge Points 1 and 2- Discharge to Tailings Storage Dam and Process Water Dam

Pollutant Units of 50% 90% 3DGM 100%
measure concentration concentration concentration concentration
limit limit limit limit
Cyanide (Weak | Milligrams per -- 20 - 30
Acid litre
Dissociable)
Waste limits

The licensee must not cause, permit or allow any waste generated outside the premises to be received at the
premises for storage, treatment, processing, reprocessing or disposal or any waste generated at the premises to be
disposed of at the premises, except as expressly permitted by a licence under the Protection of the Environment

Operations Act 1997.

This condition only applies to the storage, treatment, processing, reprocessing or disposal of waste at the premises if it
requires an environment protection licence under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 5 of 25
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L6 Noise limits

L6.1.

Noise generated at the Wonawinta Silver Mine' must not exceed the noise limits presented in the table below.
The locations referred to in the table are identified in the document, Cobar Consolidated Resources Limited —

Wonawinta Silver Project ~ Environmental Impact Statement prepared by R. W. Corkery & Co. Pty Ltd dated
21 December 2010, or except as otherwise noted in the table below.

NOISE LIMITS dB(A)
Locality Location Day Evening Night
I—Aeq (15 LAeq (15 minute) I-Aeq (15 minute) I-A1 (1 minute)
minute)
Al Manuka® 37 37 37 45
Wirlong? 36 36 36 45
Any other residential 35 35 35 45
premises not nominated
above, at the time of
project approval

Note 1: As identified in ‘Cobar Consolidated Resources Limited- Wonawinta Silver Project- Environmental Impact
Statement prepared by R.W. Corkery and Co Pty Ltd dated 21 December 2010.

Note 2: As identified in “Cobar Consolidated Resources Limited- Wonawinta Silver Project- Environmental Impact
Statement prepared by R.W. Corkery and Co Pty Ltd dated 21 December 2010, Figure 1.2 Local Setting.

6.2. For the purpose of condition L6.1;

Environment Protection Authority - NSW

Day is defined as the period from 7am to 6pm Monday to Saturday and 8am to 6pm Sunday and Public

Holiday's.
Evening is defined as the period 6pm to 10pm.
Night is defined as the period from 10pm to 7am Monday to Saturday and 10pm to 8am Sunday and

Public Holiday's. -

Page 6 of 25
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L6.3 The noise limits set out in condition L6.1 apply under all meteorological conditions except for any one of the
following:

a) Wind speeds greater than 3 metres/second at 10 metres above ground level; or ’
b) Temperature inversion conditions up to 3°C/100m and wind speeds greater than 2 metres/second at 10 metres

above ground level;
c) Temperature inversion conditions greater than 3°C/100m and up to 8°C/100m and wind speeds greater than 1

metres/second at 10 metres above ground level; or
d)  Temperature inversion conditions greater than 8°C/100m.

L6.4 For the purposes of condition L6.3:

a) The meteorological data to be used for determining meteorological conditions is the data to be recorded by a
meteorological station to be sited in accordance with DECCW Approved Methods AM-2 and AM-4; and

b) Inversion conditions (vertical temperature gradient) shall be determined by the direct measurement of temperature
lapse rate method referred to in Part E2 of Appendix E to the NSW Industrial Noise Policy.

Le For the purposes of determining the noise generated at the premises:

a) Class 1 or 2 noise monitoring equipment as defined by AS IEC61672.1-2004 and AS IEC61672.2-2004, or other
noise monitoring equipment accepted by the EPA in writing, must be used;
b) The noise monitoring equipment used at a location must be placed in a position:
i. that is, where applicable:
s approximately on a location's property boundary that is closest to the premises, where any dwelling at the
location is within 30 metres of the location’s property boundary that is closest to the premises; or
o within 30 metre of a dwelling fagade, but not closer than 3m, where any dwelling at a location is situated more
than 30 metres from the location’s property boundary that is closest to the premises.

to determine compliance with the Leg(1s minutey NOISE limits in condition L6.1; or

ii. that is within 1 metre of a dwelling facade at a location to determine compliance with the Las(1 minue) NOise limits in
condition L6.1; and

i, that is:
o at the most affected point at a location where there is no dwelling at the location; or
e at the most affected point within an area at a location prescribed by conditions L6.5(b)(i) or L6.5(b)(ii).

L6.6 An exceedance will still occur where noise generated from the premises in excess of the appropriate limit
specified in the condition L6.1 is detected:

e in an area at a location other than an area prescribed by conditions L8.5(b)(i) or L6.5(b)(ii); and/or
e at a point other than the most affected point at a location.

L6.7. For the purposes of determining the noise generated at the premises the modification factors in Section 4 of the
NSW Industrial Noise Policy must be applied, as appropriate, to the noise levels measured by the noise monitoring
equipment.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 7 of 25

331



E t,
A | epvironment,

GOVERNMENT & Water

Blasting limits
Blasting is not permitted on the premises.

OPERATING CONDITIONS

Dust

Activities occurring at the premises must be carried out in a manner that will minimise emissions of dust from the
premises.

All dust control equipment must be operable at all times with the exception of shutdowns required for maintenance.

Trucks entering and leaving the premises that are carrying loads must be covered at all times, except during loading
and unloading.

Bunding Requirements

All above ground storage facilities containing flammable and combustible liquids must be bunded in accordance with
Australian Standard AS 1940-2004.

Tailings Facilities

The Tailings Storage Facility, Raw Water Dam and Lead Concentrate Drying Ponds must have a basal barrier or
impermeable liner with an equivalent permeability of 1 x 10 ° metres per second over a minimum thickness of 900
millimetres or other liner approved by DECCW.

Freeboard

A minimum of 500mm freeboard must be maintained in the Tailings Storage Facility, Process Water Dam, Lead
Concentrate Drying Ponds and Raw Water Dam.

Stormwater/sediment control - Construction Phase

A Stormwater Management Scheme must be prepared for all aspects of the construction phase of the development
and must be implemented. Implementation of the Scheme must mitigate the impacts of stormwater run-off from and
within the premises during construction. The Scheme should be consistent with the Stormwater Management Plan for
the catchment. Where a Stormwater Management Plan has not yet been prepared the Scheme should be consistent
with the guidance contained in Managing Urban Stormwater: Council Handbook (available from the EPA).

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 8 of 256
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Stormwater/sediment control - Operation Phase

A Stormwater Management Scheme must be prepared for the development and must be implemented.
Implementation of the Scheme must mitigate the impacts of stormwater run-off from and within the premises following
the completion of construction activities. The Scheme should be consistent with the Stormwater Management Plan for
the catchment. Where a Stormwater Management Plan has not yet been prepared the Scheme should be consistent
with the guidance contained in Managing Urban Stormwater: Council Handbook (available from the EPA).

Prepare and Implement Operations Environmental Management Plan

Prior to the commencement of mining operations, the proponent shall develop and subsequently implement an
Operations Environmental Management Plan (OEMP). The OEMP shall include, but not necessarily be limited to:

¢ Noise management and monitoring;

e Cyanide management, monitoring and Contingency;
e Surface water management and monitoring;

e Groundwater management and monitoring;

¢ Air Quality management and monitoring;

e Biodiversity management and monitoring;

e Waste management and monitoring;

e Acid Mine Drainage management and monitoring;

s Soil management and monitoring.

MONITORING AND RECORDING CONDITIONS

Monitoring records

« he results of any monitoring required to be conducted by the EPA’s general terms of approval, or a licence under the
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, in relation to the development or in order to comply with the load
calculation protocol must be recorded and retained as set out below.

All records required to be kept by the licence must be:
e in alegible form, or in a form that can readily be reduced to a legible form;

o kept for at least 4 years after the monitoring or event to which they relate took place; and

e produced in a legible form to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them.

The following records must be kept in respect of any samples required to be collected:
o the date(s) on which the sample was taken;
e the time(s) at which the sample was collected:;
¢ the point at which the sample was taken; and

e the name of the person who collected the sample.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 9 of 25
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Requirement to monitor concentration of pollutants discharged

For each monitoring/ discharge point or utilisation area specified below (by a point number), the applicant must
monitor (by sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the concentration of each pollutant specified in Column 1. The
applicant must use the sampling method, units of measure, and sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the

other columns:

Water and Land — Discharge Points 1 and 2- Discharge to Tailings Storage Dam and Process Water Dam

Pollutant Units of measure |Frequency Sampling Method

Total cyanide from water samples- CN-1 recovery by
20" Ed. APHA 4500-CN-1 method B3.j- Alternative
method and analysis by 20" Ed. APHA 4500- CN-1

method E, D or F.

Milligrams per litre | Daily during| WAD cyanide from water samples — CN-1 recovery

discharge | by 20" Ed. APHA 4500-CN-1 method |- Alternative

method and analysis by 20" Ed. APHA 4500- CN-1
method E, D or F.

Cyanide (Total) | Milligrams per litre weekly

Cyanide (Weak
Acid dissociable)

Water and Land — Monitoring Point 3- Various Groundwater Monitoring Bores located around the TSF and Processing Plant
and Office Area

Pollutant Units of measure |Frequency Sampling Method
pH pH Monthly In Situ
Conductivity uS/cm Monthly In Situ

Cyanide (Weak | Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
Acid dissociable) months

Alkalinity Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Antimony Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Arsenic Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Cadmium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Calcium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Chloride Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Copper Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Lead Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Magnesium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Environment Protection Authority - NSW
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Potassium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Selenium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Silver Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Sodium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Standing Water m (AHD) Monthly In Situ
Level
Sulphate Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Total hardness | Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Zinc Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Water and Land — Monitoring Point 4- Various Groundwater Monitoring Bores located around pits

Pollutant Units of measure |Frequency Sampling Method
pH pH Monthly In Situ
Conductivity pS/cm Monthly In Situ
Alkalinity Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Antimony Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Arsenic Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Cadmium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Calcium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Chloride Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Copper Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Lead Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Magnesium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Potassium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Environment Protection Authority - NSW
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Selenium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Silver Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Sodium Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Standing Water m (AHD) Monthly In Situ
Level
Sulphate Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Total hardness | Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months
Zinc Milligrams per litre | Every 3 Grab Sample
months

Air — Dust Monitoring Points 5 and 6- Dust gauges located at mine site boundary closest to “Manuka” and "Wirlong”

Pollutant Units of measure Frequency Sampling Method
Particulates — g/m%month Monthly AM-19
deposited matter

Testing methods - concentration limits

Monitoring for the concentration of a pollutant emitted to the air required to be conducted by the EPA’s general terms
of approval, or a licence under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, in relation to the development
or in order to comply with a relevant local calculation protocol must be done in accordance with:

any methodology which is required by or under the POEO Act 1997 to be used for the testing of the
concentration of the pollutant; or

if no such requirement is imposed by or under the POEO Act 1997, any methodology which the general terms
of approval or a condition of the licence or the protocol (as the case may be) requires to be used for that
testing; or

if no such requirement is imposed by or under the POEO Act 1997 or by the general terms of approval or a
condition of the licence or the protocol (as the case may be), any methodology approved in writing by the EPA
for the purposes of that testing prior to the testing taking place.

Monitoring for the concentration of a pollutant discharged to waters required by the condition mentioned above must
be done in accordance with:

the Approved Methods Publication; or

if there is no methodology required by the Approved Methods Publication or by the general terms of approval
or in the licence under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 in relation to the development
or the relevant load calculation protocol, a method approved by the EPA in writing before any tests are
conducted,

unless otherwise expressly provided in the licence.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 12 of 25
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averaging period and sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the other Columns.

Weather —Monitoring Point 7- Weather Station Location on the Mine Site

Parameter Units of measure Frequency Averaging Period | Sampling Method
Rainfall mm Continuous 24 hour AM-4
Wind speed and m/s & degrees Continuous 15 minute AM-2 and AM-4
direction
Air temperature Degrees (C) Continuous 15 minute AM-4
Sigma theta Degrees Continuous 15 minute AM-2 and AM-4
REPORTING CONDITIONS

The applicant must provide an annual return to the EPA in relation to the development as required by any licence
under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 in relation to the development. In the return the applicant
must report on the annual monitoring undertaken (where the activity results in pollutant discharges), provide a
summary of complaints relating to the development, report on compliance with licence conditions and provide a
calculation of licence fees (administrative fees and, where relevant, load based fees) that are payable. If load based
fees apply to the activity the applicant will be required to submit load-based fee calculation worksheets with the return.

Reporting Fauna Deaths or Injury

The licensee must report any incident of death or injury (including bogging or miring) of fauna (avian and terrestrial)
~ssociated with the Tailings Impoundment or tailing runoff dam by telephoning the EPA’s Pollution line on 131 555 as
son as the licensee becomes aware of the incident.

The licensee must provide written details of the notification with respect of the above condition to the EPA within 7
days of the date on which the incident occurred.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Signage

Each monitoring and discharge point must be clearly marked by a sign that indicates the EPA point identification
number.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 13 of 25
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ATTACHMENT B

MANDATORY CONDITIONS FOR ALL EPA LICENCES
ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS

OPERATING CONDITIONS

Activities must be carried out in a competent manner

Licensed activities must be carried out in a competent manner.

e This includes:
o the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials and substances used to carry out the
activity; and
o the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing, transport and disposal of waste generated by the
activity.

Maintenance of plant and equipment

e All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the licensed activity:
o must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and
o must be operated in a proper and efficient manner.

MONITORING AND RECORDING CONDITIONS

Recording of pollution complaints
The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the licensee or any employee or agent of the
licensee in relation to pollution arising from any activity to which this licence applies.
e The record must include details of the following:
o the date and time of the complaint;
o the method by which the complaint was made;

o any personal details of the complainant which were provided by the complainant or, if no such details were
provided, a note to that effect;

o the nature of the complaint;

o the action taken by the licensee in relation to the complaint, including any follow-up contact with the
complainant; and

o if no action was taken by the licensee, the reasons why no action was taken.
The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the complaint was made.

The record must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 14 of 25
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Telephone complaints line

The licensee must operate during its operating hours a telephone complaints line for the purpose of receiving any
complaints from members of the public in relation to activities conducted at the premises or by the vehicle or mobile

plant, unless otherwise specified in the licence.

The licensee must notify the public of the complaints line telephone number and the fact that it is a complaints line so
that the impacted community knows how to make a complaint.

This condition does not apply until 3 months after this condition takes effect.

REPORTING CONDITIONS

Annual Return documents

What documents must an Annual Return contain?

e The licensee must complete and supply to the EPA an Annual Return in the approved form comprising:
o a Statement of Compliance; and

o a Monitoring and Complaints Summary.

A copy of the form in which the Annual Return must be supplied to the EPA accompanies this licence. Before the end
of each reporting period, the EPA will provide to the licensee a copy of the form that must be completed and returned

to the EPA.

Period covered by Annual Return
An Annual Return must be prepared in respect of each reporting, except as provided below

Note: The term “reporting period” is defined in the dictionary at the end of this licence. Do not complete the Annual
Return until after the end of the reporting period.

=~ Where this licence is transferred from the licensee to a new licensee,

c the transferring licensee must prepare an annual return for the period commencing on the first day of the
reporting period and ending on the date the application for the transfer of the licence to the new licensee is

granted; and

o the new licensee must prepare an annual return for the period commencing on the date the application for
the transfer of the licence is granted and ending on the last day of the reporting period.

Note: An application to transfer a licence must be made in the approved form for this purpose.

e Where this licence is surrendered by the licensee or revoked by the EPA or Minister, the licensee must prepare an
annual return in respect of the period commencing on the first day of the reporting period and ending on

o in relation to the surrender of a licence - the date when notice in writing of approval of the surrender is
given; or
o in relation to the revocation of the licence — the date from which notice revoking the licence operates.

Deadline for Annual Return

The Annual Return for the reporting period must be supplied to the EPA by registered post not later than 60 days after
the end of each reporting period or in the case of a transferring licence not later than 60 days after the date the

transfer was granted (the ‘due date’).
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Licensee must retain copy of Annual Return

The licensee must retain a copy of the annual return supplied to the EPA for a period of at least 4 years after the
annual return was due to be supplied to the EPA.

Certifying of Statement of Compliance and Signing of Monitoring and Complaints Summary

Within the Annual Return, the Statement of Compliance must be certified and the Monitoring and Complaints
Summary must be signed by:

(@) the licence holder; or
(b) by aperson approved in writing by the EPA to sign on behalf of the licence holder.

A person who has been given written approval to certify a Statement of Compliance under a licence issued under the
Poliution Control Act 1970 is taken to be approved for the purpose of this condition until the date of first review this

licence.

Notification of environmental harm

Note: The licensee or its employees must notify the EPA of incidents causing or threatening material harm to the
environment as soon as practicable after the person becomes aware of the incident in accordance with the

requirements of Part 5.7 of the Act
Notifications must be made by telephoning the EPA’s Pollution Line service on 131 555.

The licensee must provide written details of the notification to the EPA within 7 days of the date on which the incident
occurred.

Written report
Where an authorised officer of the EPA suspects on reasonable grounds that:
(a) where this licence applies to premises, an event has occurred at the premises; or

(b)  where this licence applies to vehicles or mobile plant, an event has occurred in connection with the carrying out
of the activities authorised by this licence,

and the event has caused, is causing or is likely to cause material harm to the environment (whether the harm occurs
on or off premises to which the licence applies), the authorised officer may request a written report of the event.

The licensee must make all reasonable inguiries in relation to the event and supply the report to the EPA within such
time as may be specified in the request.
e The request may require a report which includes any or all of the following information:

o the cause, time and duration of the event;

o the type, volume and concentration of every poliutant discharged as a result of the event;

o the name, address and business hours telephone number of employees or agents of the licensee, or a
specified class of them, who witnessed the event; and

o the name, address and business hours telephone number of every other person (of whom the licensee is
aware) who witnessed the event, unless the licensee has been unable to obtain that information after

making reasonable effort;
o action taken by the licensee in relation to the event, including any follow-up contact with any complainants;

o details of any measure taken or proposed to be taken to prevent or mitigate against a recurrence of such
an event;

o any other relevant matters.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 16 of 25
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The EPA may make a written request for further details in relation to any of the above matters if it is not satisfied with
the report provided by the licensee. The licensee must provide such further details to the EPA within the time

specified in the request.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Copy of licence kept at the premises or on the vehicle or mobile plant
A copy of this licence must be kept at the premises or on the vehicle or mobile plant to which the licence applies.
The licence must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see it.

The licence must be available for inspection by any employee or agent of the licensee working at the premises or
operating the vehicle or mobile plant.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 17 of 25
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ATTACHMENT C

BIODIVERSITY, ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

BIODIVERSITY

Compensatory habitat proposal

Whilst it is DECCW's preference that the full impacts of a development be considered upfront (and prior to issue of
consent) DECCW agrees with the proponent's proposal to adequately assess and offset the impacts of the project on
biodiversity through development of a Property Vegetation Plan (PVP) as a condition of consent. This is due to the
fact DECCW are of the belief sufficient area should be available on “Manuka” to ensure biodiversity offsets ar

adequately offset.

The following information must be considered in development of a PVP to ensure impacts of the project on biodiversity
are adequately assessed and adequately offset and to ensure the development does not have a significant affect on

threatened species or their habitat.

e Biodiversity offsets must be managed primarily for biodiversity conservation. To maximise the biodiversity
values of the offset the covenant must include the management actions outlined in Attachment D.

¢ DECCW encourages inclusion of management practices for conservation of Aboriginal cultural heritage
values. Consultation should occur on the appropriate management of any matters of cultural significance to
those Aboriginal people with a cultural association with the land.

¢ The offset must be secured in perpetuity and registered on title, via a covenant (such as a property vegetation
plan covenant as recommended by the consultant).

e The offset must be sufficient in size to offset the loss and be consistent with the principals for the use of
biodiversity offsets in NSW. See link below. http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biocertification/offsets.htm

o Itis recommended that the minimum area of the offset be determined in consultation with DECCW. DECCW
notes that no metric such as Biobanking has been used to determine an appropriate offset size. It is the expert
opinion of DECCW that based on experience to date, the offset proposal as offered is less than would be
required by such a metric.

e Adequate funding to manage the offset must be provided.

o DECCW does not consider it appropriate to create additional clearing to establish the offset's goat proof fence.
It is strongly recommended that the offset boundary should be established along existing fence lines, tracks,
or roads or along clearings proposed as part of this development. It is likely that in doing this an adequate
sized offset may also be achieved.

RECOMMENDATION:

Should consent be granted, Cobar Shire Council include a condition of consent requiring that a Property
Vegetation Plan (PVP) be developed and implemented in accordance with the requirements outlined above
and in consultation with DECCW. The PVP must be registered on the land title prior to the commencement of

works onsite.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 18 of 25
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ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE

The report is adequate in relation to the Cultural heritage requirements. DECCW notes that eighteen (18) Aboriginal
sites were recorded within the project site. One (1) Scarred tree was also identified within the McKinnon's water
pipeline route and six (6) Aboriginal sites were identified within the Mirabooka water pipeline route (one (1) of those
sites located within Bedooba State Conservation Area (SCA)).

In addition, BECCW notes the proposed safeguards to reduce the likelihood of disturbance to Aboriginal Heritage from
the proposal as included in section 4.5.8 of the EIS. This indicates that of the eighteen (18) Aboriginal sites that were
recorded within the project site, thirteen (13) would be avoided and five (5) site would be impacted. This also indicates
that the one (1) Scarred tree identified within the McKinnon's water pipeline route would be avoided and that of the six
(6) Aboriginal sites identified within the Mirabooka water pipeline route, only one (1) would be directly impacted by
construction of the water pipeline (noting this is the site located within Bedooba SCA).

Section 4.5.8.2 of the EIS provides the proposed management strategies for the six (6) sites for which impact would
be unavoidable. DECCWV generally concurs with these recommendations.

dased on the requirement for impact to six (6) Aboriginal sites DECCW would like to draw your attention to the
requirement for the proponent to apply to DECCW for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP). The proponent
would need to ensure compliance with the consultation and other requirements outlined in DECCW'’s Aboriginal
cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents, 2010” in appltying for an AHIP.

DECCW advises that Aboriginal objects are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. It is an offence
to damage, deface or destroy or cause to permit the damage, defacement or destruction of Aboriginal objects or an
Aboriginal Place without the written consent of the Director General, DECCW, or her delegate. It is in the interest of
proponents to ensure that all reasonable precautions are taken to prevent the occurrence of damage to Aboriginal

objects.

RECOMMENDATION:

Should consent be granted, Cobar Shire Council include a condition of consent requiring that the proponent
submit an application for an AHIP for all Aboriginal sites to be impacted by the proposal. Works onsite must
not commence until an AHIP has been obtained for all sites to be impacted. The proponent must ensure
compliance with the consultation and other requirements outlined in DECCW’s Aboriginal cultural heritage
consultation requirements for proponents, 2010” in applying for an AHIP.

Should any Aboriginal object be discovered during the proposed works, the works must cease and the
proponent must notify DECCW.

EFFLUENT MANAGEMENT

DECCW notes the document dated March 2011 entitled “Response to Cobar Council Request for Additional
Information Issued 17 January 2011” proposes installation of a packaged wastewater treatment plant...... and...... the
final effluent would be discharged into the Tailings Storage Facility (TSF) with water recovered via the decant and
reuses through processing.

No detail is provided regarding the type of system or level of treatment prior to discharge to the TSF. DECCW are
unable to provide comment on the adequacy of this proposal without the information outlined above.

Environment Protection Authority - NSW Page 19 of 25
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